
 

Her first art exhibition on Saturday 

last week attracted hundreds of 
enthusiasts. New-comer painter Jaini 

Shah, a physically challenged artist, is 

living proof that life is what you make 
it, writes NDUKU IVUEMA 

Mini Shah, 
(right), and 
her sister, 
Diva Shah, 
who is also 
an artist. 
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An old yet powerful adage has it 
that disability is not inability. And a 
young artist describes this so per-
fectly. That girl is Jaini Shah; an ex-
cellent paint artiste, blogger and 
travel enthusiast, among others 
things. 

As people flocked in and out of 
the basement at Bidwood Suites ho-
tel in Westlands on Saturday last 
week, one thing remained constant; 
the genuine bold smile on this girl's 
face. 

Jaini was hosting her first art ex-
hibition here. Dubbed 'Jaini's Art Di-
aries', the exhibition had been 
launched the previous night. The 
fourth-year Journalism student at 
the United States International Uni-
versity (USIU-Africa) has not let her 
disability hinder her abilities. She 
has been painting for as long as ev-
eryone in her family can remember. 
The 22-year-old girl has been on a 
wheelchair since birth, owing to a 
condition called muscular dystro-
phy. 

Jaini narrates: "I started painting 
as a hobby. I find it very therapeutic 
and I enjoy it a lot. Most of my paint-
ings are inspired by amazing things 
I have seen during our family safaris. 
I particularly take a lot of keen inter-
est in painting wild animals, and 
that is evident in this exhibition. 

"I grew up going to many family 
safaris and I always assumed it was 
always that way for everyone else, 
until I learnt it wasn't. That's the time 
realised how lucky I was and it mo-
tivated me more to do more paint- 

 

ings from safaris." 
Her preferred media are acrylics 

and oils. She says she paints at least 
once a week, and the duration she 
takes to complete a painting is high-
ly dependent on the medium she us-
es. Oils take longer to dry, compared 
to acrylics, so she takes more time on 
oil paintings. Her favourite painting 
so far is an oil one she did sometime 
back. She loves it to bits and even had 
it placed at the entrance of the exhi-
bition room. It is a masterpiece 
painting of a lion in the woods. 

Another spectacular painting is a 
three dimension one she did of two 
elephants. It is dubbed "Chobe, after 
the place she got the inspiration to 
do this painting. It is an acrylic paint-
ing, and she used inripasto paint to 
bring the three-dimension effect. In 
another instance, she has used tissue 
paper to bring out the same effect on 
a glorious painting of an impala. 

Chobe is a national park in north-
ern Africa and one of the continent's 
largest concentration of game. The 
park is widely known for its spectac-

ular elephant population, estimated 
at 50,000. 

Jaini's Chobe painting is selling at 
slightly over Sh110,000. She has also 
done a painting of a groovy gravy's 
zebra, which are found at Meru Na-
tional Park. She describes them as 
"pretty but unfortunately an endan-
gered species". 

Hanging conspicuously in the ex-
hibition room, among the many 
paintings of wild animals and na-
ture, was a portrait of an old couple. 
Jaini explains that it is a portrait of 
her maternal grandparents, which 
she painted early this year. 

"This is my hardest painting so 
far. I am glad I finally executed it per-
fectly. It was hard because unlike 
wild animals, I had to capture the re-
al image and impression of the peo-
ple in it. 

That proved to be a little bit de-
manding but I finally got it right. The 
couple is Mansukhlal and Nirmala-
ben Shah, my maternal grandpar 
ents. I painted it as a special gift to 

them and they love it," narrates an 
elated Jaini. 

She has also done a portrait paint-
ing of her late paternal grandfather, 
Mohanlal Kachra Shah, whom she 
was not fortunate enough to meet. 
Jaini has also 'wandered' into spiri-
tuality and done two great paintings 
of Lord Ganesh, an Indian god asso-
ciated with good luck. 

When she is not painting, Jaini 
loves travelling, eating out and blog-
ging about it all at www.jainidiaries. 
corn. She completes her journalism 
degree this December and hopes to 
secure a job with a public relations 
agency. 

"Public relations is amazing, 
there is always something different 
happening and I like such kind of a 
challenging life. I love the network-
ing too. I will be seeking out employ-
ment first, to gain the necessary ex-
perience, then later on I will probably 
think about starting my own public 
relations firm," she says. 


