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We have had a reasonably successful year 
confirmed by our 2016 results and student 

performance all round. I attended all the Nairobi 
campuses Speech Days this semester and the 
number and quality of awards bestowed on our 
students were impressive; My Vice Chairman 
attended the Mombasa speech day and it was 
equally inspiring.  These successes are a result of the 
hard work by students and staff with the support of 
parents, leadership team, BoG and indeed the OERB, 
each of us playing a very specific and significant role. 
I wish to note with great satisfaction that admission 
levels have been good and we have waiting lists 
in Nairobi campuses.  Allow me to congratulate 
each and every one of you for doing what you do 
extremely well.
The successes we celebrated were a result of 
hard work over the years and our ability to look at 
ourselves internally and boldly spell out our areas 
of improvement. The realization that we must 
continually improve is our driving force. Even as 
we count our successes, we set new benchmarks 
and my message today is on the new benchmarks 
that we have set for all the campuses. Our intention 
is to move Oshwal Academy from successful to 
outstanding.
Since inception slightly over two years ago, the Board 
of Governors with the support of OERB and the 
Academy’s Executive team put a lot of time planning 
and defining Oshwal Academy’s future direction. 
The plans and the foundation to implement are now 

in place and we have set off the implementation 
phase;   I am delighted to note that the Academy has 
a very strong leadership team and both ourselves 
and the OERB are committed to supporting them 
during this phase. To the leadership team and all 
staff members, our implementation of all the change 
initiatives need to be effective for us to realize the 
improvement we are looking for.
The planning week of this academic year was 
different from previous years because our intention 
was to rally all our staff - both faculty and associate 
staff; because we cannot underscore the importance 
of every member of staff in the continuous 

improvement process. The planning week sought to 
have all staff on the same page and understanding 
of the direction the academy has chosen to take:
•	 Through sharing the new vision and mission 

with both faculty and associate staff 
•	 Celebrating staff who had worked tirelessly to 

ensure we got CIS accreditation 
•	 Celebrating as a school the A level and IGCSE 

results 
•	 Debunking SIMS and Child Protection for all 

staff 
•	 With faculty setting the framework for 

Productive Pedagogy and Mastery of Learning. 
This provides more activities for enriching 
learning. Enrichment activities gives students 
exciting opportunities to broaden and expand 
their learning.

•	 Putting in place quality assurance measures 
•	 With associate staff instilling a customer centric 

perspective because they play important roles 
in ensuring that we serve our learners and 
other stakeholders effectively.

We are cognizant that we shall face new challenges 
and new realizations during implementation but 
these I believe will be useful lessons that can only 
make us a better and stronger institution. A good 
example today is that we are more knowledgeable 
about child protection and child safety; and because 
of this we see more issues surrounding the child 
than we did before.  This new knowledge has made 
us more sensitive and indeed more proactive on 
issues of safety and protection of our learners, in 
itself making our environment more child centric.
As we come to the close of the year with promises of 
an enviable institution, we wish to assure you that we 
shall continue to engage each and every one of you- 
staff,  students,  parents and the entire community- 
because your feedback on our different activities is 
invaluable. We hope that you too will create time 
to engage with us so that we can, together, move 
Oshwal Academy to its next level.
I finally want to take this opportunity to wish you all a 
good break, a merry Christmas and a most successful 
2017!

Kaushik Shah
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From the directors 

Simplify.Reinvent.Unify!

Continued on Next Page

tomorrow in some people’s eyes.

Children sitting in long ranks, doing the same repetitive tasks, without any critical input to 
instructions given by a taskmaster is perfect preparation for the creation of a future generation of 
manual, low-skill and low paid workers whose jobs will disappear as new technology takes over.

Teaching is much more than that and is considered by many as an art form in itself. To be a good 
teacher requires years and years of changing practice based on study and self-improvement. It is 
a specialized job done by highly skilled people who understand how children grow and develop.

At Oswhal Academy we have recognized the need to see teaching as an exercise in facilitating 
collaboration, exploration, experimentation and discovery. We understand that ‘Learning’ is not 

‘’Children sitting in long ranks, 
doing the same repetitive tasks, 
without any critical input to 
instructions given by a taskmaster 
is perfect preparation for the 
creation of a future generation 
of manual, low-skill and low 
paid workers whose jobs will 
disappear as new technology 
takes over.’’

“Sit in your given place, face forward, turn 
off all mobile and electronic devices, and 
pay attention to the person speaking at the 
front” is a set of commanding instructions 
that are all too familiar to those who travel on 
airplanes and we understand why.  However, 
these instructions are also all too familiar in a 
classroom setting, but is it appropriate?

All to often in schools, the idea of someone 
giving out written notes and instructions to 
children sat in rows is confused with the idea 
of ‘teaching’ and good discipline. 

This distorted view is usually due to the lack 
of good quality experience of what proper 
teaching actually looks and feels like, and the 
same mistakes of the past are often repeated; a 
sense of what was experienced 30 or 40 years 
ago is somehow relevant today and perhaps 

the same as ‘Teaching’ and the interactions 
between the teacher and the learner involves 
dialogue and feedback.

When we see aircraft seats, they tend to be fit 
for purpose; people are going from A to B with 
minimal interaction with other passengers 
and are relieved when the journey is over. 
There is no need for collaboration, exploration 
or indeed any learning and yet many of our 

classrooms have a similar arrangement with 
rows and rows of seats facing the front.

The time has come to create better classroom 
environments that are centered around the 
learner where the conditions for learning are 
truly maximized.

The time has come, for change.

September and October is the season for 
speech days. The last academic year was 
made up of a wonderful plethora of large, 
individual and team successes in and out of 
the classroom. All speech days were full to 
capacity, with the occasional tissue in hand!
This year’s theme - Simplify. Reinvent. Unify!  
was embodied throughout the events and 
especially in the  inspiring speeches. 
The students continued to impress 
the  audience in a variety of spectacular 
performances. Here’s to an outstanding year!

Chief Guest, Dr. Julius Kipng’etich, Uchumi 
CEO challenges teachers to create an 
environment that explores their talents, skills 
& interests and align teaching & learning to 
opportunities across the continent
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Academy news 

Simplify.Reinvent.Unify!

Chief Guest & Business Titan, Darshan Chandaria 
meets students. The Chandaria Family donated 
a whooping Kshs 1 million towards STEM 
Educational Oshwal Academy

‘Teachers who step up, are not new.  From Socrates to Senge, 
from Confucius to Capello, from Mandela to Mother Theresa, 
great teachers have made the difference by touching lives, 
pushing back the boundaries and making the seemingly 
impossible…..possible. Such magic often goes unappreciated but 
is indelibly etched on the hearts of those who experience it.’’ 
Peter Barton, Director of Education
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 On 5th November, the entire Oshwal Academy 
Fraternity celebrated and awarded the 53 
teaching, administration and support staff 
who worked tirelessly and diligently to ensure 
that Oshwal Academy is CIS accredited. 

‘’The teachers and the support staff bear 
much of the load as they are here daily in 
school with the students, organising the Self-
Study Committees, discussing the evidence 
and reaching conclusions. My sincere 
congratulations’’ said Dr Graham Ranger , the 
Director of School Support & Evaluation from 
the Council of International Schools (CIS) 
before he awarded the 3 schools with their CIS 
accreditation plaques

In a statement read on behalf of the Principal 
Secretary in the Ministry of Education Dr. 
Belio Kipsang, he urged other Kenyan schools 
to adopt international best practices in 
education to educate global citizens. “Oshwal 
schools are focused on providing holistic 
education that entrenches child protection 
into the school system,” he noted. ‘This helps 
children achieve their full potential and ensure 
overall well-being.’

Academy news 
Simplify.Reinvent.Unify!

Celebrating The CIS Team With Fervour 

Staff were recognized for their years of dedication & 
commitment to the school #UnsungHeroes

IED student, Jairakul Ramkumar receives his award from 
the Chief Guest, Mr. Mayur Liladhar Shah. Assisting him is 
Mr. Benson Mutiku, Strategic Leader, Inclusive Education 
& Learning Support 

Mr. Makanda, The CIS Coordinator receives his certificate 
of appreciation from Mr. Apollo Apuko and Mr. Peter. 
Barton

Below: Dr. Graham Ranger officially hands over a  CIS 
accreditation plaque to the Primary Campus

‘’The future of our children and their 
generation will be rooted in genomics, 
robotics, nanotechnology, smart systems, 
the internet of things, start-ups.  And therein 
lies Oshwal Academy’s ambitious future: the 
growth of technology, the promotion of the arts 
including performing arts, the development 
of the thinking student, the creative mind, 
securing the leader of our future.  Let’s 
celebrate our most recent successes and 
anticipate those that will come out from our 
future” 

Linda Potticary, Head Teacher, Senior School

“I wish to commend the office bearers, OA BOG and the OA Committees and all previous volunteers who were part of this long drawn exercise of taking 
Oshwal Academy to the next level. The exercise was started by Rajesh Devchand Shah, Dharmesh C.Shah and their team about 6-8 years ago. They were 
joined by others and It has been a long and arduous journey but the dedicated team have persevered with great focus and determination. They had to 
overcome numerous obstacles to achieve their goal. Congratulations, once again, and please convey my sincere compliments and warm congratulations to 
all.
 
Thank You”
Narendra Shah.

“I was delighted to read about Oshwal Academy 
being accredited by CIS. This is a special 
achievement that speaks to the collective effort 
of all stakeholders at the school but particularly 
to the efforts of the board and your vision and 
leadership.”

Moez Jamal, 
Past Chairman of Aga Khan Academy
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Sports Round Up

Nursery Sports Day

Primary and IED Sports Day

And the winner was Ruby House

Venus House won both the Upper & Lower Primary Competitions
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Sports Round Up
Senior School Sports Day

CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONS!
No half times and no substitutions

On 9th September at Karura Forest Irfan 
Kherdin ( Parklands Campus) and Dean Pratt 
broke the record 

Ruby House were the winners of the Parklands Campus Sports Day  and Divya Sharma & Peter Mwakijele were the Sports People.
Impala House were the Wambugu Campus winners.

And on 10th October 2016 also at Karura 
Forest Harsh Vora (Wambugu Rd Campus) 
crossed the finish line in 42 minutes and 
Divya Sharma in 55 minutes
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Sports Round Up
Court’s in session…

Building a legacy one stroke at a time

Our Goal is stopping yours

Under 6 Tae-Kwon-Do Champions

More sports...
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Sports Round Up
And the winners are...

IED & the  Special Olympics

The world’s largest sports organization 
for people with intellectual disabilities.  

In participation with Special Olympics 
Kenya, students have been training very 
hard showing steady progress and talent 
during their trainings. 
Three students participated in the Special 
Olympics Bocce Clinic at Braeburn School 
increasing their chances to represent Kenya 
in the International Special Olympics. 

Lisle Shaw inter-school golf tournament 

Oshwal Academy Senior High sent three teams to the tournament and OA won the subsidiary 
category - George Wagura and Darpan Galaiya were the champions in this category with a 
combined net of 194
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Academy News
Festival Of Lights 

October was The Festival of Lights’ with music, dance, Rangoli, Arti Thali, candle decorating and so much more!! 

Our remarkable students made The Festival of Lights come alive…
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Academy News
Karibuni to new staff

Staff Room Humour

We welcome a number of new staff  who have been fantastic at seamlessly becoming part of our great school and also (of course) teaching 
very well.  Thank you and good luck.

Raphael Nyaga
Business Studies & Economics Teacher

Snr School, Wambugu Campus

Alfred Marwa
Music Teacher

Snr School, Parklands Campus
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News From Nursery 

Dear Parents and Guardians
 
We are always surprised at how fast the time 
goes by, and finding ourselves in December 
already is hard to believe! Reading through this 
newsletter it is clear that Oshwal Academy is 
a dynamic and exciting place to go to school.
The world around our children is changing 
more rapidly than it ever did before. Our 
Children can use devices that did not even 
exist 5 years ago. They just seem to be wired to 
know what to do. 
Who knows what the world will look like when 
our  Reception class are 21 years old.
Good or bad our children need to be equipped 
for those experiences and having a positive 
view of themselves will be critical to them 
succeeding in this rapidly changing world.
With this in mind we continue to develop 
a curriculum which takes the best of new 
innovations to enrich each child’s learning 
journey, adding layers to the traditions and 
skills that lead to excellent teaching. 

“One of the most important gifts we can offer young children is a 
positive view of themselves.
Without this gift they will flounder throughout life and be 
constantly seeking re-assurance from others, as they cannot see 
it from within.”
M. Dowling

A warm welcome to new parents… You 
are now part of a vibrant and active 
community 

Nursery Adventures ….Exploring Garden 
City and Oshwal Centre 

An important principle as head teacher is to 
remain closely connected to the students 
and to the classroom. My Deputy Doris and 
I teach at least five classes a week.  This 
keeps us focused on building a school that 
is constantly trying to improve teaching and 
learning.

We have started the academic year on a 
high and I would like to say a big thank you 
to the entire Nursery team for their constant 
dedication to children and for making the 
first years of school a happy and fulfilling 
experience for all the children. 
On behalf of the Nursery campus, I wish you all 
a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Mrs. Munira Adamjee 
Head Teacher 
Oshwal Academy Nairobi Nursery 
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News From Nursery 

Professional Development – The key to great teaching 

“My husband and I want to appreciate 
the sports day. It was absolutely fantastic! 
The organization and team work from all 
the staff was admirable. The activities of 
course were the highlight of the day. The 
performances - dance, pom poms, and 
taekwondo were such a treat to watch. 
The entire sports day reflected what 
children had learnt (team work, problem 
solving skills etc) and the collaboration 
was truly amazing.

Secondly, we really appreciate the 
presence of so many teachers at the 
parent’s forum. The super hero displays, 
drawings and the slides that were made to 
enable us parents to understand the IEYC 
was splendid. I therefore want to say a BIG 
ASANTE for all your efforts!”

Regards,
Vandana  -  Shrey’s mum ( reception gold )

Parents Forum – A walk through the International Early Years Curriculum 
(IEYC)

“The Early Years are the most important years of a child’s life & 
children learn at their own pace!” 

- Doris Mwaura, Deputy Head teacher -

“This (KIT) was probably one of the most 
useful, valuable parent - teacher session I 
have ever seen in the 4 years that my son 
has been in school. I am so glad that we 
were able to discuss it and see how best 
to work on it for the long term benefit of 
the child.” 
-Jilna Shah, Parent to Dhian Shah & Jeet 
Shah
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News From Nursery 

“All About Me” Unit of Work celebration, Assembly & Classes

The theme ‘All About Me’ was expressed through song, dance, poems and skits. Parents learned and participated in the weekly assemblies. We like 
to have fun when we learn and learning happens everywhere.
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I write to you a very proud head teacher at the 
end of another successful and rewarding term. 
All academic years are unique and this one 
promises to be especially so. Our primary 
objective is to modernize our campus to 

News From Primary

Learning in the digital age

‘’Socrates- a great philosopher believed that 
we learn best by asking essential questions and 
testing tentative answers against reason and 
fact in a continual and virtuous circle of honest 
debate. We need to approach the contemporary 
knowledge explosion and the technologies 
propelling this new enlightenment in just that 
manner. Otherwise, the great knowledge and 
communication tsunami of the 21st century 
may drown us in a sea of trivia instead of 
lifting us up on a rising tide of possibility and 
promise.’’
Dr. Modak, Head Teacher
Oshwal Academy Nairobi, Primary.

offer our students an education of academic 
excellence for the rapidly changing world.
Our students are not the 21st century learners 
we came to know over the first decade of the 
new millennium. For these students, simply 
watching videos during class, playing an 
Internet multiplication game, or even taking 
turns at an interactive whiteboard is no longer 
enough.
These new 21st century learners are highly 
relational and demand quick access to new 
knowledge. More than that, they are capable 
of engaging in learning at a whole new level. 
With the world literally at their fingertips, our 
students need teachers and administrators 
to re-envision the role of technology in the 
classroom.
Oshwal Academy students have brilliant minds 
and for their performance to approximate their 
potential, they need access to a constantly 
evolving array of technological tools and 
activities that demand problem-solving, 
decision-making, teamwork, and innovation.
In this structure, our teachers will be learning 

catalysts - orchestrating and facilitating 
activities that spark defining moments for 
students. The student then becomes the focal 
point of the classroom, acting as an explorer. 
This is a liberating shift as teachers spend more 
time crafting powerful learning activities.
 By allowing students to be explorers and 
designers, we (educators) show that we 
believe in our students’ abilities and validate 
each student’s contribution to the class.
No longer does learning have to be one-
size-fits-all or confined to the classroom. The 
opportunities afforded by technology should 
be used to re-imagine 21st-century education, 
focusing on preparing students to be learners 
for life.
From all of us at Primary, we wish you happy 
holidays and we look forward to welcoming 
you in the New Year. 

Dr (Mrs.) Lalit Modak
Head Teacher 
Oshwal Academy Nairobi Primary 

Teaching children to really think and meeting the demands of the 21st Century
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The parents’ orientation on 26th August 
was a great opportunity for new parents to 
tour the school, meet the teachers, receive 
important information about school programs, 
opportunities and regulations. Parents asked 
many questions and their anxieties were put 
to rest. 

Parents who attended the curriculum 
evenings held on 2nd and 9th September found 
it exponentially worthwhile. The rigorous 
learning process and educational journey 
through IPC was unpacked for the parents. 
Emphasis was placed on the skills and learning 
strands; they prepare children for jobs and a life 
in the future that we cannot imagine especially 
in the field of technology and sciences. We 
look forward to continued partnership with 
parents towards development of successful 
21st century learners. 
The KIT (Keep In Touch) session on 15th 

Year 2 visited the Festive Bakery in 
September to learn more about the unit 
of work “we are what we eat”. In October, 
Year 5 had a most enlightening tour at 
the Nairobi University Departments 
of Human Anatomy and Biological 
Sciences as they learnt more about the 
unit of work “Being human and the animal 
kingdom”
Overnight trips are an enjoyable first 
experience away from home for many 
students.  This term year 3 and year 4 went 
to Amboseli Sentrim and Elementaita 
Sentrim respectively. They explored the 
wild and slept under the stars. What an 
adventure!

News From Primary

The home school connection…we are all on the same page 

Out and about 

Continued on next Page

This is how we measure student progress… This is what the Sports Department expects 

October was well attended. Parents and 
Teachers candidly discussed student behaviour, 
work patterns and necessary interventions. 
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There was a great “buzz” about maths around 
the school on the 26th - 28th September as 
everyone discovered how fun Math can be. 
It provided an opportunity to celebrate the 
progress we have made so far and to inspire 
future collaboration.

Oshwal Academy students are provided with numerous opportunities to enrich their English 
skills. It is wonderful to see them take advantage of the opportunities provided to improve their 
communication skills. 
After Intense and gruelling preparation, a team of four from year 5 and 6 represented the school 
in the Light Academy Grammar contest and came in 2nd place. 

News From Primary 

Out And About 

Parents + Games + Activities= 
A Successful Numeracy Day 

Enriching English 

“Being human 
and the animal 
kingdom”
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In the semi-final inter-house debate 
competition, Saturn and Venus House 
debated the topic ‘Students should be able to 
leave school for lunch’ and Neptune and Mars 
debated on the topic ‘Students should be held 
responsible for bullying in school’. 
The students were extremely prepared and 
armed with facts, statistics, irony and sarcasm. 
All four teams exhibited great oratorical skills 
but finally Saturn and Mars were declared the 
winners and were destined to face off at the 
finals. 
Several weeks of feverish preparation 
culminated in the finals on 22nd November 
debating the topic ‘Fast food companies 
should pay compensation for damaging 
peoples’ health.’
The proposing team from Saturn House was 
made of Sayam , Aanishi, and Urvi and the 
opposing team consisted Ayushi, Vishwa 
and Adarsh. Both sides spoke passionately 
and eloquently. The teams impressed by 
being able to improvise quick rebuttals as 
they attempted to discredit their opponents’ 
arguments.
The debate was great success with opinions 
rattled off furiously as questions came in 
at alarming speeds. In the end, the debate 
belonged to the proposing team from Saturn 
House and Adarsh was the best overall 
speaker.

Students and teachers worked round the 
clock throughout the term and pulled off a 
massive undertaking with this production and 
did it with great success.
The performance on internationalism was 
outstanding and the audience was in stitches 
throughout the entire performance
The cast and crew did an exceptional job of 
putting this play together.

News From Primary 

Year 3 Nail Internationalism 

There is Always Room For Debate?

“It is not he who gains the exact point in dispute or who scores 
most in controversy but he who has shown the better temper,’’

Samuel Butler.
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News from IED

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We look back on a very busy but successful term. Several events and activities 
have been smoothly unfolded by a great team of teaching staff and in this 
newsletter we celebrate the impact of these activities and events on our 
students.

I must commend our staff of ‘’super heroes’’ who work tirelessly to meet the 
individual needs of each student and for their commitment to building a center 
for learning excellence.  I must in the same breadth thank parents and families 
for actively participating in your child’s education. It takes a whole community 
to make IED work so well and I am grateful to serve you in my role as Strategic 
Director. 

On behalf of the  team at the IED , I take this opportunity to wish you Happy 
Holidays, Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year! 

Benson Mutuku
Strategic Leader, Inclusive Education Department (IED)

Martha Musau and Tahreem Ayyoub art 
pieces have been forwarded to Special 
Olympics. If selected, the pieces will be 
showcased during an event in Austria next 
year! 

IED students learnt alongside their 
mainstream peers in various school 
activities, programs, school clubs and 
competitions throughout the term. 
Roshni Chhatbar was 1st place in flower 
arrangement!  The students have been 
embraced, integrated and celebrated by 
the school community.

The IED department aims to develop 
skills for life in students and integrating its 
learners within the society by means of 
employment making them economically 
independent. 
Vocational training tasters have been 
streamlined to include areas of Photography, 
Multimedia, Land based & Environmental 
Studies, Art & Craft and Hospitality.

Relevant and fun learning units such as 
‘Work Right’ and ‘New Horizon’ are being 
covered alongside the vocational tasters 
so that students understand the work 
environment they are being prepared for, 
together with being exposed to different 
types of work places such as factories.

Special Olympics, Arts 

Increased Inclusion

Vocational Tasters
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News from IED

Therapy is very important for IED students who 
have various motor and sensory challenges. 
With the help of regular occupational and 
physiotherapy intervention, many of our 
students have been able to overcome their 
physical challenges like poor gait, balance and 
coordination.

Therapy programs are applied on a daily basis 
for children with conditions like Cerebral Palsy, 
Autism, Down syndrome and those with 
challenges in fine motor skills . In addition, the 
department focuses on activities of daily living 
which has been instrumental in helping our 
students overcome most of their challenges 
like dressing, grooming and bathing on their 
own.

Trips are a powerful and positive teaching tools that enhance the social, personal and emotional development of all learners and are a practical 
opportunity for students to exercise and perfect their life and self-independence skills. 
The IED students were exposed to  sensory activities through trips. They visited the Occupation Therapy room at the Primary Campus and participated 
in various activities in sensory input. The students also got a chance to go to Arboretum where the children were exposed to different olfactory, 
tactile, vestibular and proprioceptive activities. It was fun being a part of nature! 
Primary students made a trip to Garden City to learn about budgeting and shopping. 
Senior school students learnt all about Health & Safety at the workplace during their trip to Safari Stationery and Sky Plastic.

Therapy

Exploring the world through trips…
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News from IED

The Parents’ forum held on August 28th 
expounded on the current and future plans 
of the department, their achievements, new 
initiatives and the new curriculum. 

IED’s Strategic Leader, Mr. Benson Mutiku 
and IED Specialist, Mr. Joseph Athiende, both 
elaborated on their five year strategic plan, 
which entailed policy guidelines, the smooth 
transitioning of students from one grade to the 
next, education infrastructure & resources and 
curriculum design & delivery.

The IED department is committed to ultimately 
instilling in the students skills for employment 
and indeed skills for life, which will be achieved 
through the Award Scheme Development & 
Accreditation Network (ASDAN). 

Oshwal Academy is registered with ASDAN 
and through it, the IED department will 
determine the right program for each student, 
and will also offer vocational and short courses 
and be able to evaluate the child’s strengths, 
challenges and progress. 
Parents are excited about the new 
developments in the department and are 
looking forward to working very closely with 
the school so that their children develop skills 
that will enable them to have a brighter future! 

Preparing students for life beyond education
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News from Senior School

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Learning at Oshwal Academy Senior School 
is about to begin a journey of transformation. 
That transformation will take learning from 
seeing and hearing towards experiential 
learning and sharing with others. 
Imagine a classroom which has no ‘front’, 
where the seating arrangement is so flexible, 
collaboration is supported in a number 
of different ways and yet can still provide 
for individual and independent learning 
experiences. Imagine that classroom where 
the teacher continually assesses and facilitates 
learning through the use of their personal 
expertise, their students’ interaction with 

the world, as well as paper and electronic 
resources, where students record their 
learning on mobile devices and become adept 
at sharing learning with their peers.  
Visualise a school that enables students to 
develop their 21st Century skill capacity of 
critical and creative thinking, problem solving, 
communication and collaboration, learning 
through inquiry, whilst becoming increasingly 
literate in the use of media, technology and 
information. Where teacher and student are 
partners in a learning journey. Where critical 
life skills such as financial literacy, social and 
cross-cultural skills, growth of self-direction 
and leadership responsibility are all inclusive 
curriculum components.  

Picture the continual success of Oshwal’s IGCSE, 
AS and A-level students – plus those engaged 
with vocational learning – being celebrated 
and discussed. The growing waiting lists for 
places as the Academy becomes the preferred 
provider for many families.
This will be Oshwal Academy as it moves 
through its upcoming transformation.
On behalf of everybody at Senior School, we 
wish you and your families a peaceful holiday 
and every blessing for the New Year.

Ms. Linda Potticary 
Head Teacher,
Oshwal Academy Nairobi ,Senior School 

We learn: 10% of what we 
read; 20% of what we hear; 
30% of what we see; 50% of 
what we see and hear; 70% of 
what we discuss; 80% of what 
we experience and 95% of 
what we teach others.”

 William Glasser

“I claim to be no more than 
an average man with less than 
average abilities. I have not 
the shadow of a doubt that any 
man or woman can achieve 
what I have, if he or she would 
make the same effort and 
cultivate the same hope and 
faith.”

Students and teachers at Junior High wore 
pink as they created awareness and raised 
money for cancer through a bake sale
Proceeds raised went to Faraja Cancer Center.

World Famous  Kenyan born marathoner 
Piyush Gudka  spent some time at Oshwal 
Academy Parklands campus this term.  
Gudka has participated in over 70 marathons 
all over the world and has taught, inspired and 
trained over 200 people to run marathons over 
the last two decades and has raised millions of 
pounds in the process. 
Asked where he gets his inspiration from, 
Piyush replies with one of Gandhi’s famous 
quotes: “I claim to be no more than an average 
man with less than average abilities. I have 
not the shadow of a doubt that any man or 
woman can achieve what I have, if he or she 
would make the same effort and cultivate the 
same hope and faith.”

Pink day ‘’The most from the Coast’’ inspires Oshwal Academy students 
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News from Senior School

A fellow encountered a bear in a wasteland. There was nobody else there. Both were frightened 
and ran away. Fellow to the north, bear to the west. Suddenly the fellow stopped, aimed his gun 
to the south and shot the bear. What color was the bear?
If you don’t know, this may help you: if the bear ran about 3.14 times faster than the fellow (still 
westwards), the fellow could have shot straight in front of him, however for the booty he would 
have to go to the south. 

2 days of bonding, team building and 
sensitization of the prefects’ body on the 
Academy’s new Child Protection Policy. This is 
what took place from 16th to 18th September at 
the Lake Naivasha Crescent Camp.
On arrival, students embarked on their first task 
which was the pitching of tents and our team-
building trainers led by Mr. Karuri also did a 
fantastic job in assisting and guiding the rest of 
the team. Our first-time campers, Sarah Virani 
(Head girl), Vanessa Githinji, Sukaina Noorani, 
Richa Nagda and Srimalika Vuyyuru had the 
time of their life!
Despite the unexpected rains, the camp 
achieved its objectives! Ms. Wahome’s session 
on the child protection policy and other issues 
on Saturday were so engaging and interesting 
that the session was extended to Sunday. 
The prefects’ team got an opportunity to reflect 
on the daily experience of handling students in 
school and to suggest ways in which this could 
be improved. This exercise yielded very useful 
feedback which has been shared with the 
senior leadership.  

In September, 29 students accompanied by 
teachers climbed Mt. Longonot and assisted 
the visually impaired to climb the mountain 
until the peak. They raised over Kshs  100,000  
for the Kenya society of the blind 

Senior High students raised  a further Kshs 
233,850  towards Nairobi Hospice.  
The top three fundraisers were, Khushboo 
Shah , Sanjana Basantani  and Sonia Shah .

Senior High students hand over the cheque to Ms. 
Alice, Nairobi Hospice representative

The Interact Club sells pink ribbon to raise awareness 
on Cancer

RIDDLE  ME THIS?
What colour is the Bear?

Grooming Leaders 

Charity Champions 

‘’People will forget what you 
said. They will forget what you 
did. But they will never forget 
how you made them feel.’’– 
Maya Angelou

WHITE 
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News from Senior School

Thank you for making the time to attend 
the forum. Emphasis was laid on the newly 
introduced Pastoral Program which aims to 
assist our students in all aspect of their school 
life. 
We were thrilled to see Parents enthusiasm 
towards the introduction of a Learning 
Support Department at this campus.

Their hard work, team spirit, resilience, dedication & intense training finally paid off! 

Oshwal Academy students performed at the top level of the competition when pitted against 
3,000 top scholars! The team scooped a total of 40 Medals

Year 12 Parent’s Familiarization Forum

Tournament of champions

“You did not only accompany our children, but took on a gigantic 
parental responsibility during this trip. Our children, and us 
parents, can never appreciate you enough throughout our lifetime. 
Noble people like Nelson Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi and Mother 
Teresa served humanity and you (Dr. Saxena) and Mr. Makanda 
are no different for us!”
-Mr. Shaffi Mithwani & Mrs. Salma Mithwani - 

“The trip was very well organised. I think all the students were extremely happy with the 
experience at New Haven and the Manhattan excursion. The parents were very well informed with 
the progress and the well-being of the students.” 
- Mr.  Nishith Shah -
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News from Senior School

More charity champions as Jnr high students  raise over 700,000 to keep needy girls in school

Ending the term on a high note 

Did you know?
•	 50% of girls in Kenyan slums engage in transactional sex or are sexually exploited to get 

money for basic feminine supplies like pads hence the risk of STIs and HIV.
•	 One in 10 girls in Africa drops out of school due to lack of sanitary towels, while 65% of girls 

cannot afford sanitary pads! 
•	 The best investment that can be made in the developing world is providing resources 

required for education, especially for girls. 
•	 That the poverty cycle in Kenya can be broken when girls stay in school

On 8th December Senior High students 
showed both their talent and their dedication 
to developing it at this terms talent show
The show was sold out and was even bigger 
and better than last year. The pride and 
enthusiasm of the students, for themselves 
and each other as they celebrated different 
cultures, was only matched by that of the 
crowd.
The variety and quality of acts performed by 
the students and even the teachers was truly 
astonishing

Pratibha Gupta, Head Girl receives her Certificate 
of Merit from Ms. Linda Potticary, Head Teacher of 
Oshwal Academy Nairobi, Senior School 

 “We are very glad to make a difference in the lives of young 
girls like us. It is unfortunate that there are girls unable to 
attend school, or interact with others at that time of the month 
because they have no access to sanitary towels. We all deserve 
an equal opportunity to stay in school, unhindered by natural 
factors,” 
Mansi Haria
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Alumni Feature

Jaini’s final University project gets a unanimous “A”   

When Robi Ochieng, Jaini’s lecturer asked 
guests at the private viewing of Jaini’s first 
exhibition to rate their experience, all and 
without hesitation, gave Jaini an A or an A*! 
This was not because they were Jaini’s friends 
and family but because it was an extraordinarily 
well put together exhibition.  
Robi explained that to graduate, Jaini a fourth 
year student at USIU, had a choice of a project 
or internship and as those who know Jaini well 
would have guessed, she chose the project 
route, which was, to organize an exhibition 
showcasing her paintings and those of her 
sister Diva.  Diva is a year 13 student at Oshwal 
Academy who is a brilliant photographer. 
The exhibition, Jaini’s Art Diaries: An Exhibition, 
was planned with precision to the smallest of 
detail.
The exhibition was a realization of 14 weeks of 
work, (a whole semester). This senior journalism 
project measures final ability and skills of the 
student. The final outcome is a reflection of 
the particular student’s personal drive and 
motivation and their ability to self-monitor.
 I spoke to Robi on the side to get a perspective 

of Jaini’s drive. Her diligence coupled with an assertive, and focused characteristic have seen Jaini 
excel she noted with a broad smile and with pride that only comes from a teacher. Jaini knows 
what she wants and with that clarity of vision gets what she wants Robi added. 
Jaini’s paintings are of superior quality. They are mainly wildlife and she uses acrylic and oil paints. 
Jaini’s father with a lot of conviction said “parents need to create an environment that allows their 
children to nurture their talents” the experience that evening was a result of such parenting. Diva, 
their other daughter, has the strappings of a great photographer and painter. As Jaini focuses on 
wildlife, Diva paintings are mainly landscape and she uses a blend of mediums from acrylic paints, 
paper, and beads to fabric.
Jaini’s team working character was evident – In the room were her classmates in broadcast 
taking videos and photos and Sita, a year 12 student at Oshwal Academy beautifully playing 
the saxophone! Her parents and relatives were the perfect hosts, but you could tell, Jaini was 
in-charge!     
Jaini is an Alumni of Oshwal Academy 2013 and will soon be pursuing a career in public relations. 
She will of course continue to paint in her spare time because she enjoys painting and it is 
therapeutic. 

‘’Our mission is to connect all alumni to each other and to Oshwal Academy in mutually beneficial 
ways, fostering a worldwide community not limited to time or place. ‘’

Into the woods
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Nursery Campus
Tel: +254 722 291833 | +254 735 347211
Email: info@oannursery.ac.ke

Primary Campus and IED
Tel: +254 736 743660 | +254 725 506 510
Email: info@oanprimary.ac.ke

Senior School
Tel: +254 721 821 962 | +254 734 770089
+254 725 529622 | +254 734 745555
Email: info@oanseniorhigh.ac.ke
info@oanjuniorhigh.ac.ke

Facebook: Oshwal-Academy-Nairobi | Twitter: OA_Nairobi


